
When planting trees and shrubs in your garden it’s

vital to take into consideration the location of

powerlines.  Plants growing close to powerlines can cause

fires, blackouts and power surges.  They can also present a

safety risk to people.

It is important that you choose plants that are suitable not

only for your garden, but for the space they will live in.   It is

crucial, especially when planting in the proximity of

powerlines, to take into account the likely height and width

of the plant when it is fully-grown.

The examples of suitable planting arrangements and the

distances shown in this guide apply only to electricity

distribution lines, the poles and wires that carry electricity

around United Energy’s distribution area to business and

residential customers (but not including the service line

which is actually connected to your property).  Similar

principles apply to the planting of trees near your service

line, however, the required clearance space may vary.

This is not a guide for planting near transmission lines.

Transmission lines can generally be identified by their steel

towers and are usually located on easements.

This guide provides information on indigenous plants

suitable for use in the southern and eastern suburbs of

Melbourne and the Mornington Peninsula.  

Indigenous plants are species of plants that form part of the

original flora of a particular area or region.

United Energy encourages you to plant indigenous plant

species in your garden, as they are more likely to;

• thrive, 

• create a habitat for local birds and animals, 

• retain the integrity of local plant species, 

• maintain the natural balance in the ecosystem, and

• require reduced maintenance.

• Place low growing varieties nearest to the powerlines and

tall growing species furthest away (See Figure 1).

• Plant trees far enough away from powerlines so that if they

do blow over, they will not touch the powerlines.

• Free-hanging wires may blow sideways in strong winds, so

set out your plantation to allow for this effect.

• Gradually increase the distance between the wire and the

tree by an extra three metres, as mid-span is  approached.

(See Figure 2).
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Black Sheoak
Allocasuarina littoralis

Height 5-9m
Width 1.5-5m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Shade tolerant

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Tolerates slight to
moderate exposure
in coastal areas

Sand tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Drooping Sheoak
Allocasuarina verticillata

Height 4-10m
Width 3-7m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers

Prefers acidic or
alkaline soils

Will grow well in
most coastal
exposures

Sand, salt, wind
and frost tolerant

Well drained soil
required

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Wedge-leaf Hop-bush
Dodonaea viscosa ssp. spatulata

Height 2-4m
Width  1-2m

Windbreak

Attractive fruit

Prefers neutral
and alkaline soils

Tolerates moderate
coastal exposure

Wind Tolerant

Well drained soil
required

Height/Width

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Silver Banksia
Banksia marginata

Height 3-10m
Width 2-5m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides wind
breaks and fire
protection

Attractive flowers

Will tolerate most
soil pH conditions

Grows well in severe
and moderate
coastal exposures

Sand, salt, clay,
wind, frost and
drought tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Sweet Bursaria
Bursaria spinosa var. spinosa

Height 2-5m
Width 1-2.5m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Will grow satisfactorily
with slight coastal
exposure

Sand tolerant

Tolerates all soils
except wet

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Coast Manna Gum
Eucalyptus viminalis ssp. pryoriana

Height 3-10m
Width 4-10m

Provides wind
breaks

Attractive leaves

Prefers neutral
soil

Will grow well in
coastal areas with
moderate exposure

Sand, clay, wind
and frost tolerant

Well drained soil
required

Height/Width

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Woolly Tea-tree
Leptospermum lanigerum

Height 2.5-5m
Width 1.3-3m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides wind
breaks

Attractive flowers

Will tolerate most
soil pH levels

Will grow well in
coastal areas with
moderate exposure

Sand, clay, wind
and frost tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Swamp Paperbark
Melaleuca ericifolia

Height 3-6m
Width 2-5m

Plant more than
2 metres from
drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers

Will tolerate most
soil pH levels

Grows well in coastal
areas with moderate
exposure

Sand, salt, clay,
wind and frost
tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Moonah
Melaleuca lanceolata

Height 4-7m
Width 4-6m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Tolerates shade
provides windbreak

Attractive flowers
and bark

Will tolerate most
soil pH levels

Will grow well in
coastal areas with
slight exposure

Sand, salt and
clay tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Blackwood
Acacia melanoxylon

Height 6-30m
Width 4-15m

To be planted more
than 4 metres
from drains

Provides shade,
windbreaks and
fire protection

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers acid to
neutral soils

Will tolerate
moderate to slight
coastal exposure

Clay and frost
tolerant

Tolerates moist
or dry soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Narrow-leaved Peppermint
Eucalyptus radiata

Height 10-30m
Width 6-20m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers neutral
soil

Will grow well in
coastal areas with
moderate exposure

Wind and frost
tolerant

Well drained soil
required

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Mealy Stringbark
Eucalyptus cephalocarpa

Height 8-20m
Width 6-18m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers acidic to
neutral soil

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Clay, wind and
frost tolerant

Tolerates wet or
dry soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Swamp Gum
Eucalyptus ovata

Height 8-24m
Width 2-20m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers neutral
soils

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Clay, wind and
frost tolerant

Tolerates wet or
dry soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Manna Gum
Eucalyptus viminalis ssp. viminalis

Height 10-40m
Width 8-15m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers neutral
soil

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Wind and frost
tolerant

Requires moist,
well drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Messmate 
Eucalyptus obliqua

Height 7-40m
Width 6-30m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides
windbreaks

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers neutral
soil

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Clay, wind and
frost tolerant

Moist well
drained soil
required

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Common Boobialla
Myoporum insulare

Height 3-5 
Width 3-6m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides shade,
windbreaks and
fire protection

Attractive flowers

Will tolerate most
soil pH levels

Grows well in coastal
areas with severe
coastal exposure

Sand, salt, clay,
wind and drought
tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated for
short periods

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Victorian Christmas Bush
Prostanthera lasianthos var. lasianthos

Height 2-8m
Width 1.2-4m

To be planted
more than 4m
from drains

Tolerates shade

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Clay tolerant

Moist well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Golden Spray
Viminaria juncea

Height 3-5m
Width 2-3m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinty of drains

Attractive flowers
and leaves

Will tolerate most
soil pH levels

Will grow well in
moderate to slight
coastal exposure

Sand, salt and
clay tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

White Sallee
Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp. pauciflora

Height 6-20m
Width 6-15m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Provides shade
and windbreaks

Attractive bark
and general
appearance

Prefers acidic to
neutral soil

Will tolerate salt
spray and strong
winds

Clay, wind and
frost tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Figure 1
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Sweet Wattle
Acacia suaveolens

Height 1-3m
Width 2-5m

Plant more than
2 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Sand tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

PLANTS WHICH CAN BE PLANTED UNDER POWER LINES - LOW SHRUBS GROUNDCOVERS

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Dwarf Sheoak
Allocasuarina paradoxa

Height 0.2-2m
Width 1m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Sand, clay, wind
and frost tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Showy Bossiaea
Bossiaea cinerea

Height 1m
Width 1m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Tolerates shade

Prefers neutral
soil

Needs some
protection in
coastal areas

Sand tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

White Correa
Correa alba

Height 0.5-1.5m
Width 1-2.2m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral to
alkaline soils

Will grow well in
highly exposed
coastal areas

Sand, salt, wind
and drought
tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Common Correa
Correa reflexa

Height 2m
Width 0.6-1.2m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Tolerates shade

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Will tolerate moderate
to slight exposure in
coastal areas

Sand, wind, frost
and drought
tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Hop Bitter-pea
Daviesia latifolia

Height 1-2m
Width 1m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Sand tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Common Heath
Epacris impressa

Height 0.3-1m
Width 0.2-0.6

Plant more than
2 metres from
drains

Tolerates shade

Attractive flowers

Will tolerate most
soil pH levels

Will tolerate moderate
to slight exposure in
coastal conditions

Sand and clay
tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Scented Paperbark
Melaleuca squarrosa

Height 2-5m
Width 1-2m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Tolerates shade

Attractive flowers

Prefers acidic to
neutral soils

Will tolerate moderate
exposure in coastal
conditions

Sand, salt, clay,
wind and frost
tolerant

Poorly drained
soil tolerated

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Chocolate Lily
Arthropodium strictum

Height 0.2-1m
Width 0.2-0.8m

Full and part

Sept - Dec

Sand and clay
tolerant

Requires well
drained soil

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Common Everlasting
Chrysocephalum apiculatum

Height 0.3-1m
Width 1-3m

Full and part

All year

Clay, sand and
slightly salt
tolerant

Well drained soil

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Bulbine Lily
Bulbine bulbosa

Height 0.2-0.6m
Width 0.3m

Full and part

Sep - Jan

Sand and clay
tolerant

Well drained soils

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Black-anther Flax Lily
Dianella revoluta var. revoluta

Height 0.3-1m
Width 0.5-2.5m

Full and part

Sept - Jan

Will tolerate slight to
moderate exposure
in coastal areas

Sand and clay
tolerant

Dry to well
drained soils

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Kidney-weed
Dichondra repens

Height Prostrate
Width Creeping

Part to full shade

Sept - Dec

Will tolerate 
moderate exposure
in coastal areas

Sand and clay
tolerant

Moist to dry well
drained soils

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Running Postman
Kennedia prostrata

Height Prostrate
Width 1-2.5m

Full to part

Apr - Dec

Will tolerate slight to
moderate exposure
in coastal areas

Sand, clay and
drought tolerant

Moist to dry soil

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Long Purple Flag
Patersonia occidentalis

Height 0.2-0.4m
Width 0.4m

Full to part

Oct - Dec

Will tolerate slight to
moderate exposure
in coastal areas

Sand and clay
tolerant

Tolerates wet soil

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Austral Stork’s-bill
Pelargonium australe

Height 0.3-0.6m
Width 0.3-1m

Full sun to part
shade

Oct - Feb

Will tolerate exposure
in coastal areas

Sand, clay and
drought tolerant

Well drained to
dry soils

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Blue Tussock-grass
Poa poiformis var. poiformis

Height 0.2-0.9m
Width 1m

Part to no shade

Sept - Jan

Will tolerate 
full exposure
in coastal areas

Sand, salt soil
and salt spray
tolerant

Dry, well drained
soil

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Ivy-leaf Violet
Viola hederacea

Height 0.15m
Width 1-2m

Tolerates shade

All year

Will tolerate 
slight exposure in
coastal areas

Sand and clay
tolerant

Moist to wet soil

Height/Width

Shade

Flowers

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Hop Goodenia
Goodenia ovata

Height 2m
Width  1.5m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Tolerates shade

Attractive flowers
and general
appearance

Prefers acidic to
neutral soil
conditions

Will grow well in
coastal areas with
moderate exposure

Clay tolerant

Tolerates wet
and dry soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Golden Tip
Goodia lotifolia

Height 1.5-3.0m
Width 2-2.5m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Prefers neutral
soil

Clay tolerant

Tolerates moist,
well drained soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Yellow Hakea
Hakea nodosa

Height 2-2.5m
Width 2m

Do not plant
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Prefers neutral
soil

Clay and sand
tolerant

Tolerates wet and
dry soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Acidity

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Austral Indigo
Indigofera australis

Height 2-2.5m
Width 1-2m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Tolerates most
soil pH levels

Sand, clay and
frost tolerant

Prefers well
drained soil

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Heath Tea-tree
Leptospermum myrsinoides

Height 1-1.5m
Width 1m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive flowers

Prefers acidic to
neutral soil

Sand tolerant

Tolerates wet and
dry soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Cushion Bush
Leucophyta brownii

Height 0.3-1m
Width 1-2m

Plant more than
4 metres from
drains

Attractive leaves

Prefers neutral
soil

Will tolerate severe
to moderate
coastal exposure

Sand, salt, wind
and drought
tolerant

Prefers well
drained soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Common Flat-pea
Platylobium obtusangulum

Height 1m
Width 0.5m

Plant more than
2 metres from
drains

Tolerates shade

Attractive flowers

Prefers acidic to
neutral soil

Will grow in very
exposed coastal
areas

Sand and clay
tolerant

Prefers well
drained soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Windbreak

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

Coast Pomaderris
Pomaderris paniculosa ssp. paralia

Height 2.5m
Width 2m

Not to be planted
anywhere in the
vicinity of drains

Attractive flowers,
leaves and general
appearance

Prefers neutral to
alkaline soil

Will tolerate moderate
to slight exposure in
coastal areas

Sand, salt, clay
and wind tolerant

Prefers well
drained soil
conditions

Height/Width

Drains

Flowers

Acidity

Coastal

Conditions

Wet/Dry

TIPS FOR PLANTING

Ensure seedlings are young and healthy. Younger plants

generally adapt more readily to their new conditions.

When transporting seedlings make sure that wind or

excessive movement in the back of a vehicle does not

damage the plants.

Do not let seedlings dry out.  As soon as they arrive

home, place them in a sheltered position in the open

and give them a good watering.

Grass and weeds compete with seedlings for moisture and

light so make sure that your planting site is well prepared.

Discuss your plant choices with your nursery advisor.

Please contact your local council before planting on

nature strips or road reserves.

Prefers neutral
soil

Acidity

Further information about plants and plant suitability for
the Greater Melbourne area can be found in ‘Flora of
Melbourne – A guide to indigenous plants of the Greater
Melbourne Area’ Australian Plants Society, Maroondah
(Inc), published by Hyland Publishing  and available in all
good book stores.

Will grow well in
coastal areas with
moderate exposure

Coastal
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